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From the Desk of the City Manager...
As many of you may know, I began my tenure as Rockledge City Manager on December 1, 2016.
Taking the reins from former Rockledge City Manager Jim McKnight was a bit daunting,
seeing as he had been at the City’s helm for more than 30 years. I must say, however, that
any worries quickly vanished thanks to the very warm reception and kind wishes I received
from so many of you in the community. And, I want to take this opportunity to let you
know that I am truly heartened to be serving in this capacity for the City of Rockledge.
It’s difficult to believe that I recently closed in on completing my first six months on the job.
To date, I have had meetings with several dozen business owners. It’s not only exciting to
hear about their plans and future projects, but also to listen to what challenges they might
face, if any, doing business in Rockledge. Our City has always been especially business
friendly, and I will strive to maintain that important attribute.
I am currently meeting with all of the principals of both the private and public schools in
the City. The educators in Rockledge are second-to-none and possess a dedication and
commitment to provide the highest quality of education for all of their students.
Recently, Mayor Price and I welcomed the new owners of Wuesthoff Hospital, Steward
Health Care, and will be meeting with them in the near future in order to determine ways in
which we can collaborate on matters of interest to the community and be good partners to
each other.

In addition, I have attended all City events and functions to date, and I am looking
forward to my first Independence Day Picnic on July 4. Your City employees are very
busy; there is literally
some sort of internal or
community event taking
place every month!
Our business owners are
very enthusiastic, and
our residents maintain a
high level of community
participation.
And you have all been so
welcoming. I thank you,
and I look forward to
serving the citizens of
Rockledge for many
years to come.
Sincerely,
Dr. Brenda Fettrow
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SAVE THE DATES!
Be sure to mark your calendars for these fun and exciting City events!
 Independence

Day Picnic

Tuesday, July 4  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
McLarty Park  790 Barton Boulevard

 September

11 Remembrance Ceremony

Monday, September 11  6:30 p.m.
Fire Station No. 3  3500 Murrell Road
 Hot

 RPD’s

OPERATION SHRED

 RPD’s

National Night Out

Saturday, August 12  8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
1801 S. Fiske Boulevard
Tuesday, October 3  4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
1801 S. Fiske Boulevard

Rockin’ Nights Car Show!

Saturday, October 21  3 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Barton Boulevard  Between Huntington & Elm
Visit www.facebook.com/cityofrockledge for all the details!

RECLAIMED WATERING SCHEDULE
Odd-numbered addresses
Wednesdays and Saturdays
Even-numbered addresses
Thursdays and Sundays

Please, no watering between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on
those days. Thank you for your cooperation!

2017 GENERAL ELECTION - NOV. 7

The current terms for the following Council seats will
expire in November:
 Mayor – Currently filled by Mayor Thomas J.

“Tom” Price
 Council Seat #3 – currently filled by Councilman
T. Patrick “Pat” O’Neill
 Council Seat #4 – currently filled by Councilman
Frank T. Forester
In 2017, Election Day is Tuesday, November 7, and the
following Candidates have declared their intent to run
for office:
 Thomas J. Price
 Robert J. LaMarr
 Frank T. Forester

Mayor
Council Seat #3
Council Seat #4

The candidate qualifying period begins at noon on
Tuesday, August 15, and ends at noon on Friday,
August 25. Additional information is available from
the Public Relations Officer & City Clerk’s page on
the City’s website, www.cityofrockledge.org.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Rockledge Fire Station No. 1, 1800 Rockledge

Boulevard, is a collection point for and properly
disposes of lithium batteries!
 Rockledge Police Department, 1776 Jack Oates
Boulevard, is a collection point for and properly
disposes of expired, unused or no-longer-needed
medications!
 The Veterans Memorial Center, 400 South
Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island, provides for
the proper disposal of American flags!

STREET SWEEPING SCHEDULE
June:
July:
Aug:
Sept:
Oct:
Nov:

Thu, June 1 / Wed, June 7
Mon, July 3 / Mon, July 10
Tue, Aug 1 / Mon, Aug 7
Fri, Sept 1 / Fri, Sept 8
Mon, Oct 2 / Fri, Oct 6
Wed, Nov 1 / Tue, Nov 7

FLOOD ZONE DETERMINATIONS
Notice to Lenders, Real Estate Agents, Insurance
Agents, Prospective Home Buyers &
Homeowners:
The Building Division will gladly make flood zone
determinations for properties within the City limits of
Rockledge. Elevation certificates are available for
properties in special flood-hazard areas upon
request. If you have questions or concerns, please
contact the Building Division at 321.221.7540.

PUBLIC WORKS OFFERS
SPECIAL PICK-UPS
The City of Rockledge Public
Works Department’s Sanitation
Division does an incredible job of
collecting City residents’ trash
and yard waste. Typical
household garbage consists of all
kitchen waste, other household
waste, and small miscellaneous
garbage. Occasionally, residents
might have items that are too
large or too bulky and require
special attention. For these
situations, the Public Works
Department offers special
pickups!

Wednesday Special Pickups
Pickups::
Special pickups for large
household items are on
Wednesday of each week, unless
a holiday occurs during that
week, with the exception of
Thanksgiving week when there
are no special pickups. It is
necessary to call 321.221.7540,
Opt. 3, before Tuesday at noon
each week to schedule a special
pickup for Wednesday.
Additional charges will apply.

Qualifying Items for Special
Pickups
Pickups:: Large items, such as

ROCKLEDGE PROACTIVE IN LAGOON RESTORATION
In an effort to eliminate the potential for hundreds of pounds of
harmful nutrients that could have a deleterious impact on the Indian
River Lagoon, the City has taken a very proactive approach in one of
the City’s subdivisions that is closest to the Lagoon. In 2015, the City
received grant funding from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and the St. Johns River Water Management District to assist
in converting the homes in the Breeze Swept subdivision from septic
tanks to the City’s central sewer system. Residents are not being
charged for this prudent conversion, and, in the future, a monthly base
sewer fee of less than $15.00 will be collected. The goal is to have all of
the homes in the subdivision connected to central sewer by October 1 of
this year. The City was also fortunate to obtain more than $880,000.00
in grant funding from the recently-approved ½-cent sales tax initiative
to apply to this endeavor, and an Interlocal Agreement between the
City and the Brevard County Natural Resources Management
Department was signed by Mayor Price in April. In addition, to further
promote the health of the Lagoon, the City has contracted with Applied
Ecology Inc., which will monitor the pollutant loads during the Breeze
Swept transition from septic to sewer. The City is confident that the
results from the monitoring will confirm the elimination of harmful
nutrients making their way to the Lagoon. The City of Rockledge
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the residents in
Breeze Swept for their patience during this process.
Because the Lagoon is such an integral part of our environment,
Huntington Lakes II, a 35-acre master stormwater pond completed in
December of 2016, is also the subject of water quality monitoring in
order to measure the amount of pollutants that are entering the
Lagoon. In accordance with the City’s stormwater master plan, two
other projects were recently completed - a dry-retention area located at
the front of the Public Works Complex, and a dry-retention area at the
intersection of Seminole Drive and Rockledge Avenue.
For more helpful tips on fostering the health of the Indian River Lagoon,
please visit www.cityofrockledge.org/272/Stormwater-Division.

furniture, electronics, appliances,
large amounts of construction debris, and so forth, are considered to be special
special--pickup items and
will not be picked up with your regular household garbage. All items must be placed curbside – they
cannot be retrieved from garages, carports, or backyards. Any refrigerator and freezer doors must be
secured or removed. Additional charges, which are determined by the City, will be presented to
the resident requesting the special pickup and will be required in advance of the service. If you
have questions, or would like to arrange for a special pickup, please call the Sanitation Division Office
at 321
321--221
221--7540, Opt. 3. You must call prior to noon on Tuesday in order to be added to the Special
Pickup List.

Warning
Warning:: Unauthorized dumping into commercial dumpsters is illegal; if caught, you can be fined
$500.00 or placed in jail for 60 days. Simply give a call if you need a special pickup!

ROCKLEDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT FEMALE OFFICERS ROCK!
The Rockledge Police Department is very proud of its 11 female sworn members of the Department, and all
of them hold important positions within the Agency. From Lieutenant to Community Relations to Patrol
Officer, each woman is exceptional! We welcome our new officers to the force and graciously thank our
tenured officers for their extensive years of service.

Back row, L-R: Ofc. Ilene Herbener, Ofc. Kelly Garcia, Investigator Nicole Gutierrez, Ofc. Ashley Holmes, Ofc. Alex Blake
Front row, L-R: Ofc. Allison Navigato, Ofc. Nicole Romnosky, Ofc. Rickeshia Banks, Lt. Donna Seyferth,
Cpl. Alice DiBiase Deakins, Sgt. Ivette Gomez

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT!

Step Up, and Volunteer Today!
Did you know? The City of Rockledge has 12 Volunteer Boards and Committees that make
recommendations to City Council on a variety of important topics. From time to time, vacancies will ensue, and
we are always looking for our citizens to step up, volunteer, and fill these openings! To learn more about the
responsibilities of the various Boards and Committees, and to submit YOUR application!, visit
www.cityofrockledge.org/127/Boards-Committees. Thank you!

RETIREMENTS PAVE THE WAY FOR PROMOTIONS
The City of Rockledge congratulates James “Jim” Elmore on his promotion to Wastewater
Treatment and Water Reclamation Director for the City’s Wastewater Treatment and Water
Reclamation Department. Elmore took the reins from former Wastewater Treatment and Water
Reclamation Director, Alan LaDuke, who retired at the end of April 2017 after 37 (yes, THIRTYSEVEN!) years of devoted service to the City.
LaDuke began his esteemed tenure with the Wastewater Treatment
Department on the day after Christmas in 1979. After climbing up the ranks, in
October 1988, LaDuke became Director of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, a
position he would occupy for just shy of 30 years.
Throughout his career, LaDuke had numerous achievements, but by far, one
of his greatest accomplishments was his role in the construction of the new
Wastewater Treatment Plant in 1993.

Alan LaDuke

Elmore’s employment with the City began on January 7, 1980, and he served
in the capacity of Assistant Wastewater Treatment and Water Reclamation
Director for the past 22 years. Prior to that, Elmore held the position of
Assistant Utilities Coordinator.

Jim Elmore

“We are delighted that we were able to promote from within our
organization,” said City Manager Brenda Fettrow. “We are very fortunate to
have a number of talented individuals serving in all of our departments, and I
have every confidence that Jim will do an outstanding job,” Fettrow said.

Elmore’s promotion became effective on March 27, 2017, providing for an overlap in administration
of approximately one month, which helped to ensure a seamless transition in leadership at the
department. LaDuke, whose official last day was April 28, 2017, was honored at a farewell
celebration on April 19, the same day as his final City Council meeting.
BEST WISHES, ALAN, and CONGRATULATIONS, JIM! You are both truly deserving!
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NEWS & NOTES FROM THE FINANCE DIVISION
The City of Rockledge’s fiscal year begins October 1 and runs through September 30 of each year. However,
preparations for the next fiscal year’s budget, FY 2018, are already underway. The first step was approval of the
Budget Calendar by City Council on April 19, 2017. Beginning in June, the Finance and Budget Committee will
meet with the City Manager and City staff to identify and discuss budget needs, which are guided by the City’s
Strategic Plan. Public workshops will be held in August, and two public hearings will be held in September,
when the budget and millage rate will be adopted. If you have questions regarding the budget, or the process
utilized to devise the City’s spending plan, please contact Finance Director Matthew Trine at 321.221.7540.

NEWS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Extinguisher
Training Offered to
Rockledge Businesses
and Organizations!
The Rockledge Fire
Department recently
acquired a digital fire
extinguisher training prop.
This workplace-safety training tool, which can be
used indoors or outdoors (with no mess), is
designed to: help businesses educate their
employees; comply with state and federal safety
regulations; and ensure that your staff will have
the tools necessary to face a variety of fire-related
emergency situations. A representative from RFD
will visit your business or organization and
perform a fun, realistic, and hands-on presentation
on the proper use of fire extinguishers. Call Lori
Matson, 321.221.7540, to schedule a time!

WELCOME, SPACE COAST FARMERS MARKET
The Space Coast
Farmers Market
launched its newest
location in Rockledge
in April. Every Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
patrons can visit the
market at Larry L.
Schultz Park, 2560
Fiske Boulevard (Fiske
Boulevard & Levitt
Parkway).
The market boasts the freshest of fruits and
vegetables, as well as house
house--made baked
goods, herbs and spices, jewelry, local artists
and crafters AND MORE!
New vendors are always welcomed! To learn
more about becoming a vendor, contact Joyce
(321.961.2732) or Pam (321.514.8823)! Stop by,
and welcome the Space Coast Farmers Market
to Rockledge!

ROCKLEDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PLANNING SECOND CITIZENS’ ACADEMY!
Citizens’ Police Academy
The Rockledge Police
Department is excited to
announce that planning for
the second RPD Citizens’
Police Academy is in the
works!
Classes will be held in
September and October of
2017, one night per week and two Saturdays, for
a total of eight weeks (40 hours).
The inaugural Citizens’ Police Academy, which
was held in October 2016, boasted a full slate of
participants, and was a tremendous success.
Academy students will learn a little bit of
everything, including, but not limited to, legal
issues, use of force, firearms, canine, and
emergency vehicle operations.
Residents or business owners/managers in
Rockledge are eligible to attend.
Space is limited! If you are interested in signing
up, please email Sgt. C. Crawford at
ccrawford@rockledgepolice.org, or call
321.690.3988.

CITY COUNCIL RECOGNIZES LAW
ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL
Congratulations to Rockledge Police Department’s
own Lt. Donna Seyferth and Sgt. Chris Crawford,
who were recognized by City Council in April for
completing two exclusive training programs at the
Southern Police Institute and the FBI National
Academy, respectively. Both of these institutions are
prestigious and renowned for the leadership and
organizational training they provide to law
enforcement personnel throughout the country.
WAY TO GO, and KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!!

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS TIPS FROM ROCKLEDGE FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
Once again, hurricane season is approaching. Since 2004, the tropics have been quiet for the most part. But
Storm Matthew this past October reminded us all that we need to remain diligent in our efforts to keep our families
and homes safe. We must be prepared PRIOR TO an event. Here are a few tips that may help.









Ensure that everyone in your household knows how and when to shut off water, gas, and electricity at the main
switches. Consult with your local utilities if you have questions.
Take a first aid and CPR class. Local American Red Cross Chapters can provide information.
Review your property insurance policy. Make sure policies are current and be certain they meet your needs
such as type of coverage, amount of coverage, and hazards covered.
Protect your household’s financial well-being. Review life insurance policies and consider saving money in an
“emergency” savings account that could be used for a crisis. It is advisable to keep a small amount of cash or
travelers checks at home in a safe place where you can quickly gain access to them in the event of evacuation.
Consider ways to help neighbors who may need special assistance, such as the elderly or the disabled.
Make arrangements for your pets. Although some public shelters do allow pets, most shelters do not. Service
animals for those who depend on them are permitted.
Assemble a disaster supply kit including but not limited to the following:

 Batteries (all sizes)  Tools  3-day (min.) supply of water (1 gallon/person/day)  Flashlights  Work gloves
 First
First--aid supplies  3-day (min.) supply of non
non--perishable food  Sanitation and hygiene items
 Kitchen items (paper plates, cups, plastics)  Clothing & bedding  Emergency contact list
 Battery
Battery--powered weather band radio  Personal IDs and important documents (stored in airtight containers)

To avoid undue stress, please don’t wait until the last minute to purchase your supplies. For additional information,
visit Brevard County’s Emergency Management website, www.brevardfl.gov/EmergencyManagement/Home.

CITY OF ROCKLEDGE - 2017 HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE (THRU DECEMBER)
For household garbage  yard trash  recycling collection
Holiday Observed

No pick-up on this
day (offices
closed)

Household garbage
If regular days are
Mon & Thu,
pickups will be on

Household garbage
If regular days are
Tue & Fri,
pickups will be on

RECYCLING/YARD
TRASH
If regular day falls on
observed holiday,
pickup will be on

Memorial Day

Monday, May 29

Tuesday & Thursday

Wednesday & Friday

Tuesday, May 30

Independence Day

Tuesday, July 4

Monday & Thursday

Wednesday & Friday

Wednesday, July 5

Labor Day

Monday, Sept. 4

Tuesday & Thursday

Wednesday & Friday

Tuesday, Sept. 5

Veterans Day

Friday, Nov. 10

Monday & Wednesday

Tuesday & Thursday

Monday, Nov. 13

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, Nov. 23

Monday Only

Tuesday Only

NO PICK UP

Day after
Thanksgiving

Friday, Nov. 24

No other pick-up this
week

No other pick-up this
week

Regular pick-up will
resume next week

Christmas Day

Monday, Dec. 25

Tuesday & Thursday

Wednesday & Friday

Tuesday, Dec. 26

ROCKLEDGE - PRESERVING THE PAST … PLANNING THE FUTURE
Important Phone Numbers
 Rockledge City Hall.......................321.221.7540, Opt. 1

 Dr. Brenda Fettrow, City Manager
 Lisa Nicholas, Public Relations Officer &
City Clerk
 Matthew Trine, Finance & Risk
Management Director
 Steve Wilson, Community Advocate
 Alexandra Bernard, Planning & Grants
Coordinator
 Fire Dept..............................................321.221.7540, Opt. 5

 Tim Matson, Fire Chief
 Police Dept.......................................................321.690.3988

 Joe LaSata, Chief of Police
 Building Division.............................321.221.7540, Opt. 2

 Dennis Clements, Building Official
 Public Works Dept........................321.221.7540, Opt. 3

 Ken Poole, Director
 Wastewater Dept..........................321.221.7540, Opt. 6

 Jim Elmore, Director

Local Postal Customer
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BUSINESS TAX RECEIPTS
All businesses operating in the City of
Rockledge are required to obtain a Business
Tax Receipt (BTR). Businesses currently
holding a valid BTR will be sent a renewal
notice in early August. Renewals are due by
October 1, and penalties apply if payment is
received after that date. If you are currently
operating a business without a BTR, please
apply in person at City Hall or download the
form online at www.cityofrockledge.org. If
you have any questions, please contact the
Building Division at 321.221.7540.

 More info.................................www.cityofrockledge.org

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
City offices and departments will be closed on
the following days:
May 29 (Memorial Day)
Day)
 Monday, Sept. 4 (Labor Day)
 Friday, Nov. 10 (Veterans Day)
 Thursday, Nov. 23 & Friday, Nov. 24
(Thanksgiving Holiday)
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 Monday,

 Tuesday, July 4 (Independence

Police and Fire and Emergency Services
Personnel will remain on duty during this time.
Please follow the holiday collection schedule,
and enjoy your holidays!

Rockledge City Council
Thomas J. Price
Mayor
Dr. Joe Lee Smith
Council Seat 1

Frank T. Forester
Council Seat 4

Dr. R. Shaun Ferguson
Council Seat 2

Duane A. Daski
Council Seat 5

T. Patrick O’Neill
Council Seat 3

Ted J. Hartselle
Council Seat 6

